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Smt. Indira Gandhi on her birth an 


jaik garlanding the statue of late Prime Minister 
niversary at Indira Park, Bhubaneswar on 19-11-1995 


Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik administering the oath of National Integration in the State 


level function held at Soochana Bhavan on 19-1 1-1995 on the occasion 
of Late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's Birth Day 
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The Young Centenarian 


Dr. Kishore C. Padhy 


Padmabhusan Dr. Radhanath Rath is the young 
Centenarian. He has turned 100, yet he is young. In 
mind Dr. Rath has several distinctions to his 
Credit. He is: 

— the oldest Editor in India, next to him being 
Tushar Kanti Ghosh, the Editor of Amrita Bazar 
Patrika. 


— the sopniigdensyt 
Surviving journalist who 
can boast of platinum 
jubilee of journalism. 


—the heart and soul 
of “The Samaj’, most 


popular and _ widely 
circulated daily in J 
Orissa. 


—the logical 
successor of Pandit Gopabandhu in assisting 


people everywhere in distress in the State. 


— the Bhisma of Orissa, one who is revered by 
all irrespective of party affiliations and who in 
turn blesses people of divergent political, social 
and cultural opinions. 

—the speaker for all occasions anywhere in 
Orissa for three decades. 


Dr. Radhanath Rath has become a living 
encyclopaedia in literature, history, politics and 
economics. Starting the weekly Samaj in 1919, he 
made it the first Oriya daily in 1931 and the widest 
circulated Oriya daily for the last six decades. 
“Lizard Speaks” was not the voice of a lizard but 
of a crusader who had the courage to fight the 
Non-violent wars in the minds of men HETORL 
compromising even with principles of justice. i 
has published two slim volumes of poetry but ay 
tenderness of spirit and spontaneity of powerfu 


2 ands of 
emoti saves clear footprint on the san 
Motions leaves cleat P behind Utkal 


Sammelan—a Utkal Ratna in action. He is 
Babujee.of the Samaj family—Universal Babujee, 
who qualifies for a name in Guinees Book of 
Records for 76 years of journalism. Radhanath 
Rath is not a person, but an institution. Variously 
described as man of the century, ‘consciousness of 
the age’, ‘The Light’, ‘Karmayogi’, ‘Grand Old 
man’, ‘Bodhisatwa’, “A Wonder’, ‘A Symbol of 
Orissan aspirations and success’, ‘Utkal Ratna 
Radhanath Rath remains a multifaceted great 
man—a legend of his time and for the future 
generations. 

Pandit Gopabandhu established “The Samaj” 
to voice dreams and aspirations of Oriyas. All its 
editors were outstanding men—Acharya Harihar, 
Pandit Nilakantha and Pandit Lingaraj—to name a 
few of them. Radhanath Rath, an associate 
member of Servants of People’s Society was 
managing the paper and Satyabadi Press. All of 
them were in the thick of the freedom struggle. 
They were in and out of jail and ministry several 
times. Everyone had an intimate relationship with’ 
the Samaj. Radhanath’s relationship was on more 
enduring basis. He was State Minister during 
1952-61 for nine years, Servants of People’s 
Society chose Radhanath Rath as its editor in the 
place of its serving Editor, Shriharsha Mishra. The 
great five of Satyabadi era were Pandit Nilakanth, 
Pandit Godavarish, Pandit Krupasindhu and 
Acharya Harihar, besides their friend and mentor 
Pandit Gopabandhu. They were together known 
as ‘Panchasakha’, the inner wheel of Satyabadi 
School. Radhanath was a close associate of Pandit 
Gopabandhu, though not one among the “‘five 
great friends”, Three of the five great were making 
waves in the political and literary horizons of the 
State. Yet, the mantle of editorship fell on 
Radhanath, a positive achievement on his part. 
Utkalmani’s inheritance is on Utkalranta and he is 
carrying on the heavy task with diligence and 
interest. 

Radhanath wrote volumes through the 
editorials of the Samaj and lectured extensively, 
almost daily, in the look and corner of the State. 
The editorials were exercises educating the masses. 
Written in lucid style, in the language of the 
common man, the editorials in the Samaj were 
unusual type of writings. Scholarly precision was 
not his forte. He wanted to explain the problem 


time, He is the living spirit 
ak i 
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from ‘ts genesis to develop. ient so that everyone 
understaic: the message clearly without fail. The 
editorials did not smack controversy. He was all 
for conflict resolution in phases, if not in totality 
and for reconciliation of conflicting viewpoints 
and ideologies. As a Congress-man of standing, it 
was a wonderful feat to keep himself away from 
inflexible plan and programme which remain 
imprinted in the minds of politicians. Orissa is a 
developing State, in political transition” from 
colonialism and autocracy to democracy and in 
the wake of transformation of feudal and 
agricultural society into a vibrant democratic 
society. In ‘iis context, strong uncompromising 
views would enhance a person’s esteem and 
standing but would not help in resolution of inner 
contradictions which are too many and obvious. 
The long editorials would trace the problem from 
its genesis, give out arguments * | « ‘insta 
viewpoint and reach conclusions which were 
centrist in nature avoiding extremes. The Samaj 
under — Radhanath’s Stewardship avoided 
sensationalism in news transmission and editorial 
comments, making these appear lacklustre for the 
upper class aristocracy who had to suffer the 
presence of a popular newspaper in their shelves, 
The middle class 1} ked its middle of the road 
position. The poor, the semi-literate and the 
unlettered loved it. They waited for i* with anxiety, 
read it with avid interest and made that view their 
own. This was a glorious achievement for 
Radhanath Rath, a man of the masses. 

The mass leader loved to be here, there and 
everywhere, talking to the people, meeting the 
young and old alike and helping them when they 
are in distress during the unusual times of flood 
and famine which gripped the State in cyclical 
Succession. The critics would often dub all these as 
public relation activities for promoting the image 
of the self. The fact is that Babujee, as Dr. Rath 
was widely known, loved to be with the people. He 
used to take intense interest in the events and 
personalities. No wonder that every visitor to the 
State was a guest at Gopabandhu Bhavan. There 
would be a predictable luncheon or dinner 
meeting with the visiting dignitaries with 
Customary offering of Orissan gifts which events 
they recollect with interest in their later day 
reminiscences. The photo‘album in Gopabandhu 
Bhavan is not organised so mush so that the 
photographs of its founder Pandit Gopabandhu 


are not available for gift or sale most of the time. 
But given the will and discrimination to reorganise 
the library and photographs, the pictoral history 
of Orissa will be enriched in great measure. 
" \ath’s associates should reorganise — this 
retcaess inheritance in the. interest of the 
ins. ution as such and in the greater interest of the 
State. 

Dr. Rath is a believer, not an agnostic. Coming 
from a vonservative brahmin family, he overcame 
the restrictive mould of tradition and became a 
genuine believer in all religions. He was a much 
sought after speaker in meetings of various sects of 
Hinduism. He did not prefer one to the other: he 
respected all. He was equally comfortable with 
Islam, Bahai or Christian congregations. The 
Samaj has nourished a tradition of carrying lead 
articles on prophets and doctrines of all major 
religions on days of their importance. 
Undoubtedly, Radhanath’s State of mind as 
believer must have contributed in no- small 


measure for this happy co-existence in the world of 


information. Radhanath’s God is one of love and 


perfection. He plunges himself into the Power of 


God who is Almighty and compassionate but who 


wills the humans to remedy to the world. God 
saves the faithful in spite of the mistakes or ‘sins? 
but men have to carry out His mand 
service of the fellow men. 
State of mind. 


ate in the 
Religious tolerance is a 
Religious education, upbringing 
and environment all contribute to nurturing of the 
mind. Freedom Struggle — where 


everybody 
irr 


dective of religion, caste or creed joined 
hly, provided correct setting. Pandit 
Gopabandhu—albeit the Panchasakha of 
Satyabadi era—all were believers : of 
religion and genuinely loved 
own. Radhanath embodies the 
thinking of the era and pr 
life. : 

Radhanath is soft aj heart and is moved to tears 
with persons in distress. He gets emotionally 
charged in witnessing or describi z people in 
agony and distress and is literally in tears in 
several meetings, 

He has turned 100, 1 pray to Lord Jagannath to 
grant him the Biblical] span of one hundred and 
twenty years to see his vision come true. 
Swapnapuri, 

Plot. No. 754-760/4, Ja 
Bhubaneswar-751913 


fever 


their own 
religions not their 
fine ingredients of 
actises all through his 


vadev Vihar, 


December, 1995 
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Madhukesvara Temple of 
Bhanragada and its 
Oriya Inscription 


Dr. K. §. Behera 


I is generally believed that temple building 
activities in Orissa came to a halt after the 
construction of the famous, Konarka temple in the 
13th century. The Anantavasudeva temple, 
however, was built in Bhubaneswar by 
Chandradevi, daughter of Anangabhima III in 
AD. 1278. The Surya Vamsi period (1435-1540), 
which followed that of the Gangas, did not 
Produce any great temple. In the absence of ey 
dated temple, architectural activities of the perio 
are based on local traditions. There is, for 
example, a tradition that the temple i 
Kapilesvara at Bhubaneswar was built et 
Gajapati King Kapilesvara (AD eae ae 
Similarly according to tradition the fomole 9 
Varaha‘at Jajpur was built by Prataparudra Deva 
(AD 1497-1538). 


The temple of God Madhukesvara, locally 
called Mudikesvara, at Bhanragada in Bee 
Block of Khurdha District, is a dated ea 
of the Suryavamsi period, which fanher oe 
about the peculiarities of Orissan a ae 
architecture in the 15th century. ve ee 
Bhanragada is located at a distance of a 3 1 


le of 
: é ar and the temple 
from Bhubaneswar An Geir ok ate 


Madhukesvara stands on le, comprising 
Kushabhadra__ river. The temple, 
Vimana and Jagamohan, 1s 4") NS 
Pancha-ratha temple. The re Praetine and the 
Surmounted by curvilinear SPOT ith pidhas 
Jagamohana is a pidha temp’ 

‘ ‘ ; inia 
arranged in two tiers and min hie front raha 
Superimposed on the upper one ie tructures in 
Portion, Thé main temple has side irene Ae 
front of the niches for the Parsv4 


As resent 
‘ secription, the Pp 
nown from the temple 1ns¢ cic temple and 


a typical example of a 
ual, is 


ture mastaka © 


the earlier materials were apparently used 
alongwith stone in its reconstruction. The remains 
of a brick temple, probably earlier than the main 
temple, is still to be found in North-west corner. 
The Jagamohana is particularly remarkable for the 
bold design of its torana at the entrance, It seems 
to be a legacy of the Ganga period. The fragments 
of torana, lying near the Konark temple, may 
legitimately be associated with the torana 
formation over the ‘entrance of the Jagamohana. 
The placement of torana represents a further 
development in the temple dasign during the 
Ganga period and an excellent specimen of this 
may be seen in the Gangeswari temple of 
Bayalisbati datable to the 13th century. It is 
evident that the torana design continued in the 
Suryavamsi period. 

The temple of Madhukesvara is not the only 
Suryavamsi monument at Bhanragada. The 
nearby ruined Siva temple, locally called 
Budhikesvara, has identical —_ architectural 
peculiarities, and may therefore be assigned to the 
Suryavamsi period. Being excellent specimens of 
the Suryavamsi age, both the temples deserve 
immediate attention and proper preservation, 

The interior of the temple of Madhukesvara is 
distinguished by an Oriya inscription engraved on 
the left hand side western wall of the Jagamohan. 
The inscription consists of 12 lines. It begins by 
invoking the protection of Mahadeva, in whose 
honour the temple has been dedivated. The 
inscription states that earlier a brick temple had 


‘been constructed by Gopala Chhotaray, the 


brother of the queen of King Anangabhima Deva. 
Wheni that temple became dilapidated Raising 
Mahapatra, the Khandait of Pakshikhanda area, 
built the temple in stone. Varahi Naika, who was 
the sevaka of the god, persuaded Raising 
Mahapatra to make the temple 14 cubits high. The 
inscription recods that Visvakarma Srikara 
Maharana, Visuba Maharana, Sarathi Maharana, 
Sotana Maharana, befhia Alapiganla? and 
Dalaibehera Sarathi Behera were involved in the 
construction. The stone temple of Madhukesvara 
was constructec in the 15th Anka year of the King 
Purusottama Deva Maharaja who is mentioned 
with the usual titles such as Gajapati, Gaudesvara, 
Navakott Karnata-Utkala Kalavargesvaralnstead 
of  Pratapa Sri Purusottama Deva, it 


Si ¢ earlier : : 
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gives another one Viravara Purusottama Deva 
who evidently belonged to the Surya dynasty. The 
inscription is dated in the 15th Anka of the King, 
on Kanya 27th day, Sunday, Krusna Ekadasi and 
the Aslesa nakshatra. According to the Indian 
Ephemeris of Swami Kannu Pillai, the 11th «thi of 
the dark fortnight of the month of Kanya, when 
the week-day was Sunday, alongwith Asjlesa 
nakshatra, fell on September 12,1479, which was 
the date of the inscription. 


The inscription mentions 15th Anka year. To 
calculate the actual regnal year; we have to ignore,’ 
1,6 and any number ending with 2 or Oexceptten. 
Hence to derive the actual regnal year for the 15th 
Anka of Purusottama Deva, we have to deduct | 
and 6. Thus we get 13th regnal year. Purusottama, 
son of Kapilendra, became king about AD 
1465-66. Thus his 13th regnal year corresponds to _ 
AD 1479. 


The inscription is significant in many respects. 
The deula, according to the inscription is of 
Madhukesvara and not of Mudikesvara as it is 
otherwise known locally. The correct name’ 
Madhukesvara was apparently given after the 
famous temple of | Madhukesvara at 
Mukhalingam, identical with Kalinganagara, the 
ancient rajadhani of the Eastern Gangas. That the 
said temple received attention of the Suryavamsi 
Gajapatis is evident from an Oriya inscription of 
Gajapati Kapilesvara:in the Madhukesvara fgeiale 
at Mukhalingam. 


The Bl anragada inscription throws light on the 
construction of brick temple during the Gangas. 
Anangabhima Deva of the inscription was 
probably Anangabhima II (AD 1190-98) or 
Anangabhima deva II] (AD 1211-1238). Though 
we cannot be precise about the identification of the 
brick temple which was built by the brother-in-law 
of Anangabhima Deva, the existence.of several 
brick temples in the Prachi valley indicate that it 
was not an isolated phenomenon. The use of terms 
such as Visvakarma, Maharana, bethia, indicates 
the type of people involved in the work of temple 
construction. Some of the titles such as Naika, 
Dalbehera, Behera used in medieval Orissa 
continue till tsday. The inscription also throws 
light on its palaeographical and orthographical 


features. The use of raije for Rajye, Kusuna for 
Krusna, Raivare for Ravivare, Visikrama for 
Viswakarma, Maharaja for Maharaje, Maharana 
for maharana may also be noted. As/esa has been 
splitted as Aselesa. 

The text of the inscription has not been included 
in Inscriptions of the Suryavamsi Gajapatis of 
Orissa published in 1986 by R. Subrahmanyam. I 
am not aware whether the Bhanragada inscription 
was published earlier or not. In case of its 
publication it is not readily available to me. Hence 
the text of the inscription has been presented 
here. 


Bhanragada Inscription of the time of Gajapati 
Purusottama Deva. 

Provenance : Bhanragada, Khurda district Orissa. 

In the Jagamohana of the Madhukesvara temple, 
Language and script : Oriya. 

Date: 15th Anka, Kanya 27, Kr _ IL, 
Ravivara—September 12, AD 1479. 
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Prof. of History, Utkal University, 
Bhubaneswar. a 
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Chilika : The Blue Lagoon 


Santosh Pattanayak 


Nesting in the heart of coastal Orissa, Chilika is 
the biggest inland lake in India, now listed as a 
wetland of international importance. Spreading 
over 1100 square kilometres. arching across the 
lengths of Puri and Ganjam districts, it connects 
the Bay of Bengal in a narrow mouth, thus 
forming an enormous lagoon of brackish water. 
Quite and secluded but buzzing with the sonorous 
music of migratory birds in exotic hues and dotted 
with numerous emerald green islands with 
colourful and exciting names as Honeymoon 
island and Breakfast island, Chilika is a veritable 
wonder of nature. Encircled’ by picturesque hills 
‘all along its arched shape, its colour changing in 
keleidoscopic glory with passing clouds and the 
morning sun, its body rolling in languid abandon 
and excited by the gentle breeze wafted from the 
Bay of Bengal, Chilika welcomes one and all with 
its arms wide open. 

Chilika is about 5000 years old. In the beginning 
while it covered a total area of 2200 Sq. Kms.. with 
the passage of time, it has been reduced to 1 100 Sq. 
Kms. only.‘Nalabana” the birds paradise inside 
Chilika is an island of mud bound by decaying 
reeds which is completely submerged during 
monsoon begins to I se 
September and the first rg oo 
seen feeding in the Bh cn Be ahaa 
eight of winter when 
7 clusters of lush 


progresses. they come 1. 
more and more—till the h fe 
their number and range turn te ae 
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flock here from’ the sorrounding areas. They 
remain here till early May nesting and breeding on 
the thick bushes’ while preying over fish from the 
shallow Chilika waters. Their number during the 
peak season ranges from seven to ten lakhs. 
Acquatic Vegetation (algae) Chaetomorpha, 
Enteromorpha, Ulva, Cladophora, Chara, 
Gracillaria distributed on the northern and_ north 
western parts of. Chilika are the mainstay of 
waterfoul. nig 


With its bounteous: gifts of fish, the lake 
provides succor ‘to thousands of families of 
fishermen as simple as. mother nature’ herself. 
Hundreds of boats sail in the blue expanse of the 
lake everyday in search of mackerel, prawn and 
crab and provide a living pageant of rural India at 
its colourful best. There are 158 species of fishes 
and shellfishes listed in Chilika of which Mullets, 
Khanga, Bhekti and catfishes are important. Some 
seven prawn varielies and two crab- varieties are 
found in the lake. During 1985-86 while fish and 
prawn catch was upto the tune of 8590 metric 
tonnes, in 1988-89, it slided down to 6128 tonnes 
and in 1990-91. it further went down to 4270 
tonnes. Similarly. while in 1960 the crab catch was 
400 tonnes, it slided down at present to 90 tonnes 
only. This declining trend is attributed mainly to 
the increasing pollution of the lake. 


For the nature lover, Chilika offers unique 
moods and melodies of sun rise and sun-set when 
the lake flushes a slow crimson as if in reproach 
against its own beauty: while for a pilgrim, one can 
make a mandatory visit to the temple of Kalijai 
situated on a hump of stone in the lake. While 
history testifies that it was built in 1882 by Raja 
Goura Chandra Mansingh, legand, as usual, offers 
a fascinating story: Long long ago there was a 
damsel named Jai in a tiny village on the banks of 
river Salia. After her marriage to a handsome boy 
from Parikud. an island kingdom located deep 
inside the lake, she left for her in-laws in a country 
boat accompanied by her father. On the way, as ill 
luck would have it, there was a heavy storm. The 
boat dashed against a huge rock and Jai, being 
overthrown over board was caught in a whirlpool. 
Since that day on the rocky hill against which the 


boat had been hit. came to be known as the Kalijai 


issing through that hill reported to 


Hill. People pe 
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have witnessed in the evening hours, a young lady 
with flowing hairs, tears running down her cheeks 
roaming in this lonely island and they believed that 
it was none but Jai. To commemorate her memory, 
they buiit a small temple and installed a stone deity 
calling her Kalijai and since that day, she has been 
worshipped as its presiding deity. People have a 
strong belief that whoever prays her seldom faces 
any danger inside this lake, 


To visit this temple and other islands, as well as 
to cruise on the lake, visitors can avail of the water 
transport facilities by motor launches of the 
OTDG, stationed at Barkul and Rambha and of 


the Revenue Department at Balugaon. Country 
boats can also be hired from private operators at 
these places. 


The more you see of this magnificent lake, the 
more its beauty will grow upon you. You just can’t 
but fall in love with this beauty queen which is 
more wonderful than many wonders. And once 
you see it, believe your eyes only; it is bound to 
whisper in your ears......"*beauty doesn’t lie ia the 
eyes of the beholder, it lies in Chilika, too.” 
ee ee 
Manager, 

United Bank of India, 
Rambha, Ganjam. 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik inaugurating a State Level 
Seminar on Advanced Technological Awareness Programme 
organised by Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology and Kalinga 
Polytechnic on 9-12-1995 at its campus in IRC Village. 
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Devadasi Practice in Orissa : 
A Historical Review 


Dr. Dandapani: Behera 


The Origin.of the practice of Devadasis in Orissa 
is historically traced to the reigning period of the 
Bhaumakara dynasty from the 8th Century A.D. 
to.the 10th Century A.D. The Devadasi practice 
was in vogue in the Buddhist Centres of learning 
(Mahavihars) in Solonapur and Ratnagiri during 
this period.! D. C. Sircar states that the practice of 
Devadasis was maintained in the Buddhist shrines 
of Orissa in the early medieval period. He further 
maintains that the virgins dedicated to the noble 
cause of Buddhism led the lives of Buddhist nuns, 


were gradually degenerated into temple dancers . 


and were allowed to defile the temple of God.” 


AYP) Shah writes that: “the practice of 
Devadasi was typical of South India and seems to 
have travelled to Orissa from there”. Kanhu 
Charan Mishra maintains that the Devadasi 
practice was parcelled out to Orissa from 
Srikuraman Kshetra or present Sri Kurumam in 
Andhra Pradesh to Orissa in the early medieval 

i i Ce as the popular 
period which became known as pop 
Mahari system in Orissa. 

The practice of dedicating Devadasi a ie 
service of Gods through the performance © ae 
i e' 
ic als ‘nued in the Somavams! p 
and music also continu Rn, iatheanney 
from the 10th century A.D. 


AD 


The dancing girls s 
way of performing dance an 


erved the Gods in temples by 
d music also during 
i jal Gangas from 
the reigning periods of the eae eG 
the 12th century A.D. to the m ey 
ae at the Suryavamsis from aber: 
of the Sih century A.D. to the ei ide 
century A.D. During these periods amanda 
ing this ume ; 
Much popular. During t a amb B 
(dancing halls) were added to t 


mple at 
ar. the Sun te 
swar, Pati, and to 


the host of temples all over Orissa. It is sadly 
observed by L. N. Rauta and other scholars that 
the Devadasi system was gradually polluted which 
in the process encouraged the institution of 
prostitution in the social sphere in Orissa in the 
medieval times under the Muslim rulers.° 


Later on with the advent of the Europeans in 
Orissa, the port towns of Balasore, Pipili. 
Hariharapur, Puri, Ganjam, Gopalpur, etc., came 
under this influence. The Portuguese, the Dutch, 
the French and the English had their commercial 
settlements in such port towns. The influence of 
the foreigners greatly increased the problems in the 
social sphere of the border districts. These 
commercial centres really fell under all- evil 
influences of the modern cosmopolitan society. 
The institution of prostitution took new 
dimensions and it became a large scale business, 
Thegevenot, a Portuguese traveller to Orissa in the 
17th Century observes that “the Women 
themselves are bold, lascivious and use all arts 
imaginable to corrupt and debauch youngmen and 
specially strangers, whom they easily trap because 
they are handsome and wear good cloth.” This 
proves the prevalence. of the practice of - 
prostitution in Orissa.” 


The main causes of the prevalence of such 
practices were poverty, destitution, restriction on 
widow remarriage, illiteracy and inordinate sexual 
urge. From a study of historical source materials it 
is found the system of Devadasis was in vogue in 
Orissan temples and the practice of prostitution 
was in vogue in the towns or the Nagaras. The 
prostitutes were well versed in the arts of music, 
dance and singing. They performed dance during 
the marriage ceremonies particularly of royal 
houscholils, They entertained the “Bitapurushas” 
(debauched.male persons) by cutting lustfull jokes 
with them. This practice continued all through the 
Muslim period in medieval times.* 


The Devadasis were a special class of women ‘ 
supposed to have been dedicated in the services of 
the temples. Symbolically they are united in 
marriage with some Gods and it is their chief duty 

_to dance and sing before them (Gods) as to please 
them. But this practice is said to have developed 
unholy connections with people and the pilgrims 
visiting temples. They came to be looked down as 


Lingaraja in Bhubane q 
agannath temple ! 
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prostitutes. However, this system proved to be a 

good source of income for the temples. The temple 
oe 5 . . 9 

made a living out of this practice. 


But at no period of time degeneration crept into 
the practice of the Mahari system in the Jagannath 
temple in Puri. The unmarried Mahari girls 
coming mainly from the Mali Caste (Flower 
growing caste) supposed to have married to 


Jagannath, all through maintained the practice of 


offering their personal service to the Lord before 


He went for sleep in the night, in the Jagamohan of 


the main temple, by way of offering Him garlands 
of flower and singing Geetagovind’ and such 


prayerful songs to please Him. The tradition of 


such Mahari system now faces its imminent end as 
the last two surviving Maharis decline to adopt 
their heiresses, for their own reasons. Since the 
system so far has been in existence in the temple 
through the generations of Maharis throughout 
the ages, without being defiled; as one among 
many ritualistic temple practices, there is a 
debated argument whether the same would be 


allowed to continue as such purely on the basis of 
traditional norms and practices, being quite free 
from external or outside influences, 
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Chief Minister of Orissa Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik, Union 
Minister Shri Pranab Mukharjee and Industries Minister. 
Shri Niranjan Patnaik inaugurating the Industrial Exhibition at 
Exhibition Ground, Unit-III, Bhubaneswar on 8-12-1995. 
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Conservation of Forest Genetic 
Resources of Orissa 


% Sanjib Kumar Panda 
ae Dr. Shiba Prasad Rath 


Forest Genetic Resources of Orissa : 

With the knowledge of forests, that they exist as 
an ecological system and influence the climate, 
rainfall, sunshine, drainage, floods and the types 

‘of vegetation, they require special attention. The 
geography of Orissa tells us about the floristic 
composition of its forests and its rich genetic 
resources. Forests having diverse variety of plant 
species can serve as good genetic resources. Thus 
genetic conservation of forest species can help in 
the existence of endangered species. The forests of 


| Orissa are predominantly Sal (Sorea robusta) and 


Bamboo (Bamboosa spp.) forests. In Southern 
Orissa, teaks (Tectona grandis) occur naturally in 
Koraput, Kalahandi and parts of Balangir 
districts. Apart from this, there are number of 
valuable species as well. Ecologically South Orissa 
is the meeting-place of two giant species of Indian 
forests, namely, Sal and Teak, Depending upon 
the climate, the forests of Orissa can also be 
divided into semi-evergreen forces: Moist 
deciduous, Dry deciduous forest, Littoral swamps 
and Mangrove forests. The Orissa pra s 
contain a good number of precious orchids of r 


types whose’ consevation is essential. 


During the pre-independence period, oe 
forest cover accounts for about 43 Silat Vrs 
Post-independence era with rapid a tee 
zation, destruction and cutting of Oe aE 
overgrowth of population and a He 
expansion led to a great loss of our a any 
and the existing forest accounts only 


id deforestation 
Percent of its total land. The rap pute present 


will 
due to unlimited human needs. ee peril, The 


i in a 8 
and the future generations directly affect the 


2. Conservation of Forest Genetic Resources 
of Orissa (In-Situ Conservation) : 

Forests with their rich resources should be 
preserved before their extinction. The excessive 
denudation of forests due to cutting of forests for 
development work, for rehabilitation, for shifting 
cultivation and overgrazing not only deteriorates 
the genetic resources but also destroys the whole 
environment. Most dangerously affected by these 
causes is the largest district of Orissa, ie., Koraput 
whose, forest cover is shrunk to 37 percent of the 
land area. Several protection measures are taken 
by the Forest Department, through massive 
afforestation programme. As an outcome of this 
proposition social forestry has come-up during last 


- few years. 


The massive afforestation programme can 
include the profuse plantation of indigenous local 
species, matching the original crop over the large 
chunk of areas which are now lying barren in the 
reserved and protected forests. 


Social and. farm forestry plantation of short 
rotations can also be done by Government and 
voluntary agencies outside the reserved and 
protected forests, to meet the fuel wood and 
timber requirement of people. Village forests need 
also be revived by taking up plantations by the 
villagers. Since denudation of forests leads to 
serious soil erosion, resulting in siltation of dams 
and reservoirs, afforestation measures of 
catchment areas should be taken for the longevity 
of projects. Further, whenever river valley projects 
are taken up, first priority should be given for 
afforestation. Above all, the forest improvement is 
only possible if people will be conscious of their 
social responsibility to protect the forests thus 
protecting the environment and_ ecological 
balance. Destruction of forest means destruction 
of mankind and the universe. Since forest means a 
rich environment for the mankind, its protection 
and preservation would be a sacred job -for 
mankind. 

3. Germplasm Conservation (Ex-Situ 
Conservation) : 

The goals of genetic conservation encompass a 
wide range of wild biota, including many of direct 
importance in forage or forest production for land 
reclamation or as source of food, the wild relatives 


- of domesticated plants which are important gene 


pools for plant improvement and many species of. 


depletion of forests do also 
Wild-fi issa. 
ild-life resources of Or 8 EEE ee 
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no immediate economic value yet of great social 
concern-not only as potential economic resources 
to the future, but for their ecological, social, 
aesthetic and ethnobotanical value as highly 
significant parts of human environment. 


Genetic or Germplasm conservation is primarily 
concerned with capturing & preserving genes from 
population that are in danger of extinction 
because of new agricultural practices and rapid 
industrialization. The sampling strategy in genetic 
conservation is the most important aspect. There 
are also definite limits to the numbers of samples 
which can be handled effectively for conservation. 


The usefulness of genetic variability in genetic 
or germplasm conservation is also noticeable. 
Since each gene consists of hundreds of 
nucleotides, each capable of base substitution and 
with additional permutations, possible through 
sequence re-arrangements, addition and deletions, 
the potential number of allelic states at a single 
locus is virtually infinite. In fact. as emphasised by 
Allard (1970), most species probably contain 
millions of genotype. It might be argued that all 
existing variants should be preserved. Yet this is 
clearly impractical. Since the genetic conservation 
of plants indirectly implies the conservation of the 
germplasm they possess, it would be better in our 


part to discuss the conservation at the germplasm 
level. 


Perhaps, the Weismann’s theory of germplasm 
or germinal selection is the first evidence which 
differentiates germplasm from somatoplasm and 
argued for its role in the mechanism of inheritance 
of characters or traits. So for the existence, 
perpetuation and utilization of the extinct, unused 
and important plant species, the germplasm which 


carries all the genetic message should be 
conserved. 


Seeds are, of course, our major food source. A 
seed contains within it all the information 
necessary to guide a plant’s development and 
survival. Instructions are embodied in a substance 


. called germplasm. The genetic material encoded in 


seeds and other plant material distinguishes one 
individual from another. The genes in the 
germplasm allow one plant to survive drought, 
when all around it shrivel and die. They also held 
the key for resistance to diseases and insects. So it 
was concerned not for the seed per se, but for their 


value as germplasm that prompted the institution 
of 4 worldwide network of seedbanks. 


Germplasm is vulnerable. Left unprotected, it 
tends to erode. Modern development, burning of 
forests, clearing of marginal land, overgrazing are 
causing the extinction of hundreds of wild plant 
species that the world may need for future usable, 
agricultural and medicinal purposes. Due to the 
rapid destruction of forests and plant species, the 
germplasm becomes often the end products of 
aeons of evolution. Scientists develop new plant 
varieties by breeding or otherwise transferring 
desirable genes from one plant to another (genetic 
engineering). 


Germplasm kept in the coffers of the seeds is not 
subject to whims of deforestation, rapid- 
urbanization or agricultural fashion. Thus seed 
banks can act as the main germplasm or genetic, 
reserve. But this metod has got serious limitations. 
Because the viability of seeds never persists in long 
term storage. Since plant germplasm are 
now-a-days threatened and also depleted by 
man-made changes in the environment like 
destruction of habitats, indiscriminate felling of 
trees and pollution of the environment, new 
sub-stitutions instead of seed banks must be made 
to preserve the vast pool of genetic variability for 
later exploration in the future plant breeding and 
improvement programmes. 


4. Application of Biotechnology : 


The application of biotechnology to plants is in 
rapid and reliable clonal propagation of selected 
genotypes. Micropropagated plants from number 
of plant species, including forest tree species, have 
been brought out of laboratories into fields for 
commercial exploitation. Although organ cultures, 
in particular meristem cultures, have yielded 
propagules that exhibit relative genetic and 
morophogenetic stability, other types of cultures 
like callus cultures may not always produce 
“true-to-type” plants. Tissue culture techniques 
may be utilized for early selection of variant 
regenerants that are resistant against biotic and 


abiotic factors and for production of valuable 
medicinal compounds. 


4.1. Cryopreservation : 


One of methods in contrast to the demerits of 
seed- bank germplasm conservation is the 
cryopreservation. Cryopreservation involves 1 
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vitro storage of tissues at very low temperatures 
Senerally at — 196°C, (lig.N2). At this temperatures 
Ussues can be stored for indefinite periods, thus 
Setting an advantage over the non-viability of 
Seeds in seed bank conservations. The aim of. 
Storing tissues at very low temperature is to 
Suppress or to stop metabolic processes, so that 
tissues .remain genetically stable for long time. 
Cryopreservation could also bring considerable 
economy in the cost equipment and personnel and 
at the same time, reduce the risk of loss of material 
due to contamination or failure of equipment. The 
freezing process may be slow or rapid. Dimethyl 
suloxide (DMSO) or glycerol has been used 
frequently as cryoprotectants, that is, chemicals 
protecting the cells from freezing and thawing 
injury. Meristems and cells from several plant 
species have been successfully cryopreserved. 


4.2..Meristem Cultures : 

‘ Meristem cultures have been used for 
production of virus-free plants, and for tissue gene 
banks. These tissue banks would be valuable for 
storage of endangered plant germplasm, in 
particular forest tree species. Man-made chemical 
pollutants are exerting strong selection pressure on 
the plant population. Long-lived forest tree species 
are under cumulative stress of a variety of different 
abiotic & biotic factors, and therefore, are 
showing the damage in the form of “Waldsterben” 
(dying forests) in Europe & North America. For 
endangered species two approaches could be 
made; long term tissue storage at — 196°C, and 
induction of novel genetic variations to enrich the 
gene pool. Though several types of tissue 
preservation are being made, the survival of 
cryopreserved cells is 50 percent and that of 
Meristem ranges from 0-100 percent. Some new 
technique must be developed for the 
Cryopreservation of different plant species or 
8enotypes. So with the development of 
Cryopreservation, the advancement, from seed 
banks to tissue banks was achieved. 


4.3. Molecular Biology : 

With the help of molecular biology gene 
libraries can now be produced:readily. The library 
Of genes in a seed is not only a collection of genes, 
itis genetic information which is co-ordinated to a 
high degree. A gene library. on the other hand, 
With the total genome being incorporated in 


the total information but not co-ordinated 
information. Such test-tube gene libraries may 
provide an useful new genetic resource for plants 
which either have recalcitrant seeds or which are 
vegetatively propagated and for which there is no 
long term storage of genetic information. The 
plants kept in plantation (or in cell or tissue 
culturés) have a co-ordinated gene library. Thus 
gene libraries may safely perpetuate a range of 
variations. 


Recombinant DNA technology provides more 
efficient and increased use of stored genetic 
resources by permitting the insertion of required 
genes into target species, making new combination 
of gene components. Thus the gene banks and 
gene libraries are the terminated phases in now a 
days germplasm or genetic conservation. 


5. Evaluation of Germplasm : 

The evaluation of the germplasm collection and 
conservation of rice of IRRI tells probably the 
most representative collection of any major crop. 


The maize germplasm banks in the Western - 


hemispheres (CIMMYT, MEXICO, South 
America etc.) involved in the conservation process 
are also noticeable. In 1988, India & U.S.A. 
launched the preservation and global exchange of 
India’s rich plant genetic resources. One major 
Project activity is the construction of National 
Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources’s headquarters 
and the new national Gene Banks at a projected 
cost of $6.4 millions. The gene bank will have the 
capacity to store more than 800,000 samples. 


By now, an estimated 227 national gene banks in 
100 countries and several international research 
centres are involved in germplasm storage and its 
conservation. Thus, in addition to the 
afforestation and social forestry works, if these 
recent techniques like, seed banks, tissue banks i.e. 
cryopreservation. gene banks and gene libraries 
will be practiced, much of our important forest 
genetic resources would be conserved for its future 


use. 


# Research Scholar, 
P. G. Department .* Botany, 
Utkal University. 

Bhubaneswar—751004. 
## Reader in Botany. 
Utkal University, 

Bhubaneswar—751004. 
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Identification of Sunakhala of the 
Olasingh Plate of Bhanu-Vardhan 
and Mani-Nageswara 


R. N. Mishra 


The Olasingh copper plate of Bhanu-Vardhan, a 
mahapratihara-maharaja and maha-samanta was 
. first edited by ShriS.N. Rajguru and later on 
re-edited by Dr.D.C. Sircar in Epigraphica 
Indica.’ Shri Rajguru names this plate as the 
“Olasingh Plate of Bhanu-Vardhan; whereas 
Dr. Sircar calls this as the plate of Bhanu-Datta of 
the regnal year 5 (five). According to Shri Rajguru 
the grant was issued in “Samvat-7 (seven)” 
whereas Dr. Sircar gives ‘“Samvat-5 (five) as the 
date of issue of the plate. The plate was issued 
from” Uddama-Loka-Vishaya” as per the 
readings of Shri Rajguru whereas “Uttama-loka- 
Vishaya’”’ according to Dr. Sircar. But in historical 
notes given in the “Inscriptions of Orissa’” 
Shri Rajguru has given the chronological position 
of the Vigraha and has directed to place Bhanu- 
Vardhan in between 570 to 620 A.D. In this 
connection he has given the time of Shri Loka- 
Vigraha as 600 A.D. If we examine the “Kanas 
Plate’, of Shri Loka-Vigraha, we find that it is 
issued in ‘‘Samvat-280" whereas the “Olasingh 
Plate” of Bhanu-Vardhan was issued in 
“Samvat-7”. This suggests that Bhanu-Vardhan 
flourished much earlier than Shri Loka-Vigraha. 
Since he has neither mentioned his overlord, nor 
has stated anything regarding his own 
identification, the learned authors could not place 
him under any particular overlord of Vigraha 
family, but have advised to place him in between 
6th and 7th century A.D. But it appears that 
Bhanu-Vardhan was subordinate to some other 
overlord who was ruling in “Samvat-5 or 7” (five 
or seven) when this grant was issued. 


According to Shri Rajguru the village donated 
was “Kumbharka-Sunkhalaka” in the “Uddama- 
loka-Vishaya” but according to Dr. Sircar’s 


reading it is Kumvu-Kiri-Kshilaka” in “Uttama- 
loka-Vishaya” which does not seem to be more 
appropriate than that of Shri Rajguru as the 
reading gives no meaning. The place 
“Kumbharka- Sunkhalaka” has been identified by 
Shri Rajguru. as “Sukala”, situated near 
“‘Mani-naga-Parvata” of Ranapur in Orissa. This 
seems untenable as a village under the name of 
“Sunakhala” exists within six miles of Rarfapur, 
on the road from Khurdha to Nayagarh. It is 
called Raja-Sunakhala in order to distinguish it 
from Puri town of Sunakhala situated on the north 
bank of the Chilika. But identification with the 
first, i.e. Raja-Sunakhala seems more appropriate. 


Now coming to God Mani Nageswara 
worshipped by Maitrayaniya Brahmanas referred 
to in the “Olasingh Plate” of Bhanu- Vardhan and 
the ““Kanas Plate” of Shri Loka-Vigraha we may 
point out that a deity having the same name is 
worshipped in Ranapur. Bhanu Vardhan donated ° 
the village “Kumbharka-Sunkhalaka” in favour 
of “Ambika-Mani-Nageswara- Bhattaraka” for 
his religious merits. But Shri Loka-Vigraha in his 
“Kanas _ ‘Plate”’ donates the village 
“Urdhava-Sringa” attached to the ‘‘Satidadhi-dhi- 
daivata” for the purpose of providing ‘Bali, chat 
and Satra”’ of 
“Sri Mani-Nageswara—Bhattaraka”. The villag® 
“Sunakhala” is not far from the seat % 
“Mani-Nageswara” and the Goddess Durga is 
worshipped in Ranapur. Again Mani- Nageswat@ 
deities are known to have been installed in thé 
mouths of Nagavali and the Subarnarekha river: 
In the later period the worship of ““Mani- 
Nageswara did not cease. In the villag¢ 
Vira-Ramachandrapur founded by Gajapati 
Ramachandra Deva (1568--1600 A.D.) of the Bhoi 
Dynasty the Goddess Mani Naga is being 
worshipped. The worship of Mani-Nageswara is 
found to be associated with the Brahmanas of 
different gotras belonging to Maitrayaniya 
section. These two copper plates mentioned above 
prove this fact, Coming to thes Maitrayanlya 
Brahmanas we can refer the Harsa-charita of Bana 
Bhat in which Harsa Vardhan says that @ 
Maitrayaniya Brahmana embraced Buddhis™- 
Again he (Harsa) met this Brahmana known 4 
Divakara Mitra in the kingdom of vindhyatab! 
lying in the forest track. Since Vindhyatabi Be 
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been known from the inscription found at Asanpat 
in the district of Keonjhar, the Maitrayaniya 
Brahmana mentioned by Harsa-Vardhana was 
perhaps living and worshipping the deity in the 
region near the Keonjhar district of Orissa. 


So it is known that Maitrayaniya Brahmanas 
worshipping the deities of Mani Nageswara had 
spread to various regions of Orissa. It may be 
Studied here that the name of Mani Nageswara is 
associated with the Naga cult which flourished in 
Orissa from the early centuries of the Christian 
era. This is proved by the discovery of the ancient 
Naga and Nagini images in the village of 
Kapilaprasad® near Bhubaneswar and a large 


number of Manasa figures and the icons of Astika 
and Jaratkaru in different parts of Orissa. 
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Development of Two Row Bullock 
Drawn Groundnut Harvester for 
Small and Marginal Farmers of 

| Orissa 


Er. Choudhury Debabrata Dash 


1. INTRODUCTION : 

One of the factors on which Indian economy 
depends is the status of production of oil seeds and 
fats. India at present producing 16 to 20 million 
tonnes of total oil seeds through a cultivable area 


of 23 million hectares. It is an established fact that - 


there is an acute shortage of edible oil because of 
low production and high demand. This increased 
the price of edible oil to about 3 times as on today 
as compared to what was in 1980. Government of 
India is making all out efforts to increase the 
production of different oil seeds in our country. A 
tentative target of different and major oil seeds 
production was fixed as 1.13, 8.4, 0.5, 4.2, 0.19, 
0.54, 1.60 and 0.68 million tonnes for caster seed, 
groundnut, linseed, mustard, niger seed, sesamum, 
soyabean and sunflower seed. It therefore 
indicates that India produces maximum quantity 
of groundnut. In our country Gujurat state 
cultivates maximum quantity of groudnut 
followed by Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra, Orissa, 
Rajastan and West Bengal. Orissa cultivates 
groundnut in 300 to 400 thousand hectares of land 
and gets average yield 1,300 to 1,500 kg. per 
hectare. It implies that our state has a significant 
figure in production of groundnut in our country, 
still then it is found from practical point of view 
that the yield of groundnut is not sufficient 
because of losses of groundnut due to poor 
harvesting. 


Groundnut which is a root crop is raised mostly 


as rainfed crop and is sown between May to June. 


in Kharif season. It is also sown in the month of 
December to January in Rabi season. The major 
groundnut varieties can be divided into three main 


ee 


groups, namely bunch, spreading and semi 
spreading. The bunch group plants grow erect 
whereas in spreading variety the branches fall 
either partly or completely on surface of soil. In 
our state generally bunch and semispreading 
varieties of groundnut are grown. AK 1224 and J 
II bunch variety and ICGS II, ICGS 44, ICGS 65 
and Kadri 3 of semi spreading varieties are grown 
in our state. Groundnut is grown in places 
receiving a minimum rainfall of 500 mm. and 
maximum rainfall 1,250 mm. It does best on sandy 
loam, lateritic, loamy and in black soils with good 
drainage facility. At the time of sowing of 
groundnut two plowings are given before and 
pulverised well to obtain a good tilth at the onset 
of monsoon. Third plowing may be given before 
sowing. If the soils are heavily infested with 
perennial weeds then very deep plowing is needed. 
Line sowing or broadcasting of groundnut seeds 
are followed for which recommended seed rate is 
100-120 and 128-149 kg. per hectare respectively. 
Root goes to a depth of 20 cm. and therefore it 
uses up both moisture and nutrients. Nitrogen is 
applied in equal doses. One before sowing is 
applied to increase the yield. Weeding and 
thinning after one month of sowing increases yield 
to a larger extent. Groundnut crop is affected by 
leaf spot and rot diseases. It is also affected by 
Aphids, leaf miner pests, Bavistin and ‘Thiron are 
applied to control the diseases. BH 
and methyl demeton of 0.025 percen 
recommended for these pests. 


C, 10, percent 
t are generally 


Groundnut is harvested within 3 to 4 months 
after sowing. The crop is harvested when the 
colour of leaf turns yellow and soil moisture 
ranges between 10 to 1\ percent prior to maturity. 
In a groundnut crop the pods are mostly found on 
the surface while less numiber of pods are found at 
depth. Further most pods grown in and around the 
ridge soil are relatively loose; so as to have at least 
80 percent more recovery, the soil is to be dug 
through 0.6 times the root depth (i.e. 8 to 10cm.). 
But in practical ficld more recovery of groundnut 
pods are not possible because of poor harvesting. 
It is seen that in Orissa and different parts of our 
country harvesting of groundnut crop is done by 
manual uprooting method, using desi plows and 
by using bullock drawn one row harvesters. But it 
is found from field result that these methods are 
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more labour consuming. The farmers of our state 
also can not use a tractor drawn implements for 
harvesting groundnut crop. Because most of our 
farmers come under small and marginal groups 
having less than 2 hectares of land. Their economic 
condition also do not permit them to have a 
tractor drawn implements. So to save labour and 
to get more result for harvesting groundnut crop, 
this research work was conducted and a two row 
bullock drawn groundnut harvseter was developed 


by the author. 


2-0. REVIEW OF LITERATURE : 


Various research centres and organisations have 
developed bullock operated and tractor operated 
groundnut harvesters. 
I.C.A.R. co-ordinated 
implement and machinery in 
Agriculture have developed a single row bullock 
operated riding type implement and it was found 
from its field test that the field capacity and 
percentage of groundnut loss were 0.06 hectare per 
d 4.43 percent. A single row bullock 


scheme on firm 
the college of 


hour ani 


operated riding type 
harvester was developed at the Zonal Research 


Centre I.C. A. R. co-ordinated scheme on firm 
and machinery in college of 
Agricultural Engineering, Coimbatore and it was 
found from its field test that the field capacity and 
cost of operation were 0.09 hectare per hour and 


Rupees 100.00 per hectare. 


A. bullock drawn single 
picker was developed at the 


C.A.R. scheme on firm 
Rajendranagar, 


implement 


row groundnut 


harvester-cum- 
research centre of I. 
implements and machinery, 


Hyderabad and it was found from its field teSt that 
centage of groundnut 


the field capacity and per 
loss were 0.1 hectare per hour and 15 percent. 
Maraviya developed a single row-bullock drawn 

ur and it was found 


groundnut hervester at Udaip 1 oe 
from its field test that the field capacity and labour 


requirement were 0.056 hectare and 5 man hour 


per hectare. 


Sirohi developed 
groundnut harvester-cum-el 
tools, It was found from its 
capacity and labour requiremen 


per hour and 7 man ho 


PTO driver 


levator using vibratory 
field test that the field 
t were 0.5 hectare 


ur per hectare. A tractor 


a tractor mounted 


The Pune centre of | 


groundnut-cum-patato , 


developed at Research testing and training cent: 
in college of Agricultural Engineering, adn 
and it was found from its field test that the field 
capacity and percentage of groundnut loss w 
0.27 hectare per hour and_5 percent. i 


3-0. MATERIALS AND METHODS : 

After reviewing the development of different: 
groundnut harvesters by different research centres 
and knowing the economic condition of our 
agricultural farmers particularly of eastern states 
like our state Orissa a research work was taken 
with an objective to develop a two row bullock 
drawn groundnut harvester for small and marginal 
farmers. The prototype model of bullock rw 
groundnut harvester which was developed ia the 
research work was consisted of main frame 
supporting wheels, tool bar for attachment of tools 
through shank, lifting lowering mechanisms. 
locking arrangement for depth control ei 
operator seat on the main frame, which is shown in 
the figure-1. Three different types of blade namel 
convex, V-shape and sweep blade which om 
optimised by past researcher were used for diggin: 
groundnut. A pair of each blade were attached = 
tool bar through shank whose spacing could be 
changed depending on row spacing. The tool ba: 
was lifted and lowerd by four bar meachanism ‘at 
controlled by operator. A locking arrangement 
wes eee to lock the tool bar at desired state 


3-1. TESTING OF GROUNDNUT 
HARVESTER : 

Groundnut crop variety AK 1224 of erect type 
was shown in the experimental field before 
fabrication of the two row groundnut harvester. 
Standard agronomical practices were followed to 
grow -the crop. When the leaf turned yellow after 3 
months, the testing of two row bullock operated 
groundnut harvester attached with each type of 
blade and harvesting with indigenous plow were 
done. The ficld of 4,400 square metre (0.44 hect.) 
was divided into 11 subplots having 400 ius 
metre (0.04 hect.) per each so as to obtain five 
replications. Different harvesting techniques were 
followed namely, harvesting by two row bullock 
drawn harvester with convex, V-shape and sweep 
blade separately at 6, 7 and 8 Cm. depths, 
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Fig. 2 : Effect of depth of harvesting on performance of 
groundnut harvester 
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harvesting by desiplow, harvesting by manual up 
Tooting and picking was done in each treatment 
after the operation of each implement. Draft, 
Speed of operation, moisture content, cone index, 
height of pods over the ridge surface, and weight 
of Pods below the harvesting depth were noted 
during each harvesting treatment. The 
Performances were evaluated considering the 
Percentage recovery of groundnut, percentage of 
loss, performance index, effective field capacity 
and cost of operation followed by different 
methods were calculated. 


4-0. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION : 

The groundnut harvester was tested in the field 
and following results were obtained and it is 
Shown in figure No. 2. 


* With the increase in depth of operation from 6 
to 8 cm., groundnut recovery percentage, 
perfermance index and ‘effective field capacity 


increased linearly. 

* The percentage loss of groundnut in manual 

method of harvesting was more while the loss was 
_ least for V blade (7%) followed by sweep blade 

(11%) and convex blade (18%) at 8 cm. depth of 


operation. 

% Performance index was found to be highest in 

case of V blade (0.03 hectare per hour) and sweep 

blade (0.033 hectare per hour) and (0.02 hectare 

‘pei’ -hour) for desiplow.and (0.002 hectare per 

hour) for manual method. 

% The cost of operation per hectare for two row 
ester was the Icast 


roundnut harw 
bullock drawn & 5 177.00 and the cost of 


5:0. CONCLUS'ON : 

‘The prototype model of two row bullock drawn 
groundnut harvester developed during the 
research work by the author was tested in the field 
by attaching different types of blade (convex 
blade, V blade and sweep blade) with it. The 
result obtained by different operations were 
compared with our traditional desi plow and 
manual method. It was concluded during the 
research work that the developed prototype model 
of two row bullock drawn harvester attached with 
V-shape blade exhibited maximum recovery of 
groundnut, performance index and effective field 
capacity and least losses and cost of operation at 8 
cm. depth of hervesting. 
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Saora - Riddles 


Hrushikesh Mahapatra 


It is very well know that riddle is very important 
for the study of life and culture. Like myth, legend. 
and folktale, riddle is an important component of 
folklore. The composition of a riddle is made up 
two parts. One part is question and the other part 
is the answer pertinent to the question. Usually in 
the question part a fact is concealed by means of 
either a metaphor or a simile whereas the answer 
part of the riddle reveals the secret. Because of this 
concealment riddle attains its unique beauty, 
significance and form. Riddle stimulates the 
inquisitiveness and intellectual curiosity in men. 
The cultural back—ground of the riddle is very vast 
and varied. 


Saora riddles are closely related to their life. 
Scholars have divided the riddles into two groups. 
one of culture and the other of utility. The division 
under culture involves folk riddles and literary 
riddles, those under utility are for explanations, 
jokes, celebrations and recreations. 


Social Setting of the Saora Riddle : 


(a) It seems that riddles may be asked 
throughout the whole year. But mainly during 
autumn, inspired by the old people, boys and girls 
come together for questioning and answering 
ridddles. 


(b) The evening is the appropriate time for 
riddles. Sometimes they utilise working hours for 
questioning and answering riddles till they get 
bore, to break the monotony during work. 

(c) Riddles are indulged in mainly by children 
or young people of both sex. Two individuals or 
two teams may ask riddles to each other. It is clear 
from the social setting of the Saora riddles that 
riddles are mainly considered a form of 
entertainment and therefore are indulged in the 
evening and during the less busy month of the year 
i.e. autumn. 


The Saora term for riddle is ‘Digur’ or ‘Adigur’. 
The specialist in riddle is called as “Digurmar’. It 


has been observed that Saora girls are more 
prominent in riddle than the boys. 


The riddles of Saoras have been classified as 
under. 


1. Related to natural phenomena, 2. Related to 
animal world, 3. Related to food and vegetable 
World, 4. Related to human body, 5. Related to 
Jokes, 6. Related to domestic life. 


1. Riddles Related to Natural 
Phenomena : 

(a) Raja aon rupti adi Samabe, taglen Mangili 
gi gi li binden gitadi? Tutuee. (One can 
see the sons of the. king but can never 
count them, what is it ? Stars). 


(b) Tar tangana amangtin, Je tongan tikite? 
Taagi. (The white bullock is followed by 
the red bullock, what is it? Fire). 


2. Riddles Related to the Animal World : 

(a) Raja asi kiditang ? Yantan. (King’s Chain, 
what is it ?~Black ants) 

(b) Yagi muyun Janang, bagu muyun janang 
achhudae, ab ga gaden daku, itin ate? 
Gullu. (The growth during three to four 
years is not reducing or increasing, what 1s 
it ?- Shail) 

(c) Kunde amanara ra ra malin dakutin? 
Pander. (It has building eyes, What is it ?- 
Rabbit) 

(d) Bamnara ganurja game, tarbuja game, 
gablena gablesite? Banum. (It always 
stands the rain, cyclone and sun but never 
breaks, What is it? White 


ant—Moundi). e 


(c) Edalin dakutin Kudun aaglenji den yaptin ? 
Padur. (The dry leaching wholes are 
concealed when filled with water, What is 
it? Crab whole in the field). 


3. Ridcles Related to the Vegetable 
World and the Food: 
(a) Agur dangan jatan, Yaga dangan lanka? 
Alae. (The red pot below, the black pot 


above, what is it? ‘Valia’ a type of Oil 
nut). 


Se 


Sa 
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(b) Asudamar taramdin, asanamar ya ya ren 
dakutinji? Sarugae. (An elderly man 
sorrounded by youngsters, What is it? 
~Arum.) 


(c) Mane gan ousalan tarang din ajelub, 
tarangdin ajangan alungan  ajelun? 
Bhada. (Flesh below the outer skin, is the 
bone containing flesh, What is it? 


—Mango.) 

(d) Laden atal tal li li site? Sindi. (Lady's 
neckless bids are in bundles, what’is it ?- 
Date palm). 

(e) Rajana abanda anti ah gae ? Pedida. (Birds 
are_unable to drink water from the king’s 
pond, What is it ? Coconut water). 


(f) Raja abaengu atentie? Arresim. (King’s 
brinjal without stalk, what is it? an 
egg). 


(g) Dubula tongan _endungte, Yaga tangan 
lulesite, itin ate? Kan-lae. (The White 
bullock is sleeping, the black bullock is 

| roaming, what is it ? Pumpkin). 


(h) Sabayindina sautikadabling  dakutin ? 
) Kinteal. (It stands always with the 
shaking sword, what is it?- Banana 


leaf). 

(i) Atin barulingan sering, pudri ganamur lin 
lasoti nai? Abagur. (Who ascends from 
the hill top releasing smoke ?~ Mahua 


flower). 


4, Riddles Related to the Human Body : 
(a) Lungar lingan tar piden tare site ? ‘Jah’ (The 
white mushroom of the rainy season are 


dazzling within the cave, what is it ?- 


Teeth). 

abdang crete erete eraite ? 
to and fro within the 
hat is it?- An 


(b) Aboe manra t 
Madd. (It moves 
twinkle of an eye, Ww! 


eye). 


: ran? 
abur aboi aruken ? 


dubar 
tag The hill is full of ups and 


(c) Bada 
Kuyu-Kuyu. ( 


5. Riddles Related to the Jokes : 
(a) Bamnara_ irebenden. etigai soulagte? 
Ungulu. (Whereever a man goes another 
follows him, what is it ? Shadow). _ 


(b) Aboi bangu rungligan, atum~ tumle 
jili-binden Urubinden abongay ? Kinsoal. 
(Which can’t be straight with the help of a 
bamboo Pipe ? —Dog’s tail). 


(c) Yung ladib, itin ate ? Bajlana. (It is like Sun 
rays, what is it ? Spitting). 


(d) Yagi abban galji ajingan ? Ara. (It has three 
heads and .ten legs, what is it? A 
ploughing man). 


6. Riddles Related to Domestic Life : 

(a) Sodamar bintalenden engange, sanamar 
binta lenden Yagte ? “Sannar. Bigger 
hunter partics miss the game, whereas 
smaller parties gain it, what is it ?- 
Comb). 


(b) Gamlibin gantin, unglin bin dugte ? Sanag. 
(It moves into the room and also outside 
the room, what is it 2- Door). 


(c) Kuda lingan gablena gablesite, tagija game, 
Mayujagame ? Donki. (It rests on the fire 
place, without fire it is cool, When cooked 
it resists the heat, what is it?- Pot. 
(earthen or metal). 


(d) Atagin tagin upte? Satua. (It does not 
distinguish between hot and cold, what is 
it? Laddle). 


(c) Aerte anang aduloee, ayartinayen anong 
able ? Daba. (It goes with empty stomach 
and returns with full belly, what is it? 
Carriage of water in <:= earthen pots). 


(f) Aboi nin aonal ling, yagi unji tangataji ? 
Taagding. (Three four persons are 
dancine on a point, what is it? Rice 
pounde.). 

(g) Arsin ajang rujudang ajadang? Randa. 
(The monkey’s bone is undulating, what is 
it 2- drying of paddy). 


| a s 
downs, what is it 9- Hair style). 
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(h) Antar jumte, antar asangten dangee yamle 
tangseng leni dakutin ? Gurudiar. (It rolls 
round with a stick, feeds and clears the 
bowl, what is it ?- hand grinder). 


(@) Alungan aurnta jan gan daku, baearan 
ajelun daku ? Alsing. (Bones are covered 
by flesh, what is it ?- thatch of a house 
(Kachha). : 


From the examples mentioned above it is clear 
that the riddles of Saoras reflect the different 
stages and conditions of life like a parody. Their 
use of riddles reveal a lot depth involved in their 
meanings. They are both thought stimulating and 
highly entertaining. When the Saoras thatch their 
house they replace the old straw by the new straw. 
It is indicated by the riddle, ““Kadia tangan losote, 
Dubula tangan odaete.”’ 


For different fruits and foods, taking the shape, 
size and colour they use riddles. During summer 
mango is an important food item of the Saoras. It 
is explained in the riddle, “Manegen ausalan 
tarandin din ajelub, tarong din ajangan alungan 


rer 


ns dis 


Birth Centenary Celebration of 


Hon’ble Governor of Orissa Shri G. 


ajelin”. The food ‘egg’ is explained in the riddle, 
“Raja abaengu antentie”. The Saoras planted 
coconut in the hills. The riddles related to these 
plantations are also in vogue among them. It is 
explained in the riddles “Rajana abanda anti ja ah 
gae” and “Rajana alontoda buija galraptie”. 
Similarly different aspects of Saora life are 
explained in different riddles. 


There is a conscious recognition of the fact that 
riddles act as a functional device for’ social 
entertainment and as well they are considered as 
criteria of intellectual skill and quickness of wit. 
Like any other riddles Saora riddles also perform 


educational function because of the nature of its 
very content. 


It will be an understatement to say that riddles 
are basically recreational in their nature, on the 
contrary it evokes the loftiest of ideas in a Saora 
Man’s mind. 
ee es 
Research Associate, 3 


Academy of Tribal Dialect & Culture, 
Bhubaneswar. 
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TENARY CELEBRATION 


Ramanujam inaugurates the 


Dr. Radhanath Rath at Club 


House, Cuttack on 4-12-1995, 
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Hon'ble Governor of Orissa Shri G. Ramanujam speaks at the State Level 97th Birth 
Anniversary Celebration of Utkal Keshari late Dr. H. K. Mahtab at Ekamra Nivas 
Bhubaneswar on 21-11-1995 


sad Mohanty and Commissioner- 
he Seminar on "Fifty Years of the 
Bhubaneswar on 25-11-1995 


ducation Shri Bhagabat Pra 
A. K. Tripathy are attending t 
Women's College, 


Hon'ble Minister, Higher E 
cum-Secretary, 1&PR, Shri 
United Nations” at Kamala Nehru 


Dr. Jagannath Mishra, Union Minister at a high level review meeting in the Secretariat 
Conference Hall on 13-11-1995. Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik is present. 


Deputy Chief Minister Shri Basanta Kumar Biswal receiving salute at Indira Gandhi Park 
from the cadets of Bharat Scouts and Guides (State Unit) on 19-11-1995 


Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik discussing with leaders of different political parties 
regarding the formation of Regional Development Board on 17-11-1995 at the Conference 
. Hall of Orissa Legislative Assembly 


chairing the Review Committee Meeting of Planning Board at the 


Smt. Nandini Satapathy, 
Secretariat on 10-11-1995 


aaron 


m & Culture addressing the congregation on the 
y on 44-11-1995. Shri A. K. Tripathy, 
ry is also present 


h, Minister Touris 


f the Children's Da 
ioner-cum-Secreta 


Shri Bhupinder Sing 
occasion o' 
Commiss| 


Hon'ble Governor of Orissa Shri G. Ramanujam is inaugurating the Utkal Samman Award 
giving ceremony at Soochana Bhawan organised by SANSKRUTI on 23-11-1995 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik in the 33rd Annual Mines Safety Week 
Celebrations on 26-11-1995 at Tata Central Playground, Joda in the district of Keonjhar 


Shri K. P. Unnikrishnan, Chairman, Parli 
Ch hy iamentary Sub-Commit i j 
Products & Rubber, meeting the Chief Minister Shri J. SRM eae HES Hee 
Aceombly Chanter -11-1995 in his 


J. B. Patnaik releasing the souvenir (Vidvat Prabha) i i 

| a a) in a spec! 

it scholars at Puri on 3-11-1995 on the occasion a) Kalidas ia 
hila Utkal Sanskruta Mahasangha and Puri Vidvat Parishad 


Chief Minister Shri 


congregation of Sanskr 
organised by Nik 


1aPR; Shri Rama Chandra Ulaka, 


W.; Shri Netrananda Mallick, Minister of State, 
Mass Student 


Minister of State, Women & Child Development are present in a 
for Polio eradication at Bhubaneswar on 24-11-1995 


Shri Jagannath Rout Minister of State for Health & F 
Minister, Mass Education; Smt. Bijayalaxmi Sahoo, 
Rally with a view to creating mass awareness 


Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik releasing Smruti Tirtha, an autobiography ot 
nomist at Hotel Swosti on 13-11-1995 organised by 


Dr. Baidyanath Mishra, eminent eco > 
Prajatantra Prachar Samiti 
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anaki Ballav Patnaik laying the foundation stone of Bilati (Ori 
Limited at Gopalpur, Keonjhar on 26-11-1995 ilati (Orissa) 


Chief Minister Shri J 


Rout, Minister of State, Health & F.W. presiding over the E 

Committee on U. K. Aid Project held in the chamber of Minister on aes a eee 

Seen in the picture are Shri P. K. Mishra, Principal Secretary, Finance; Shri P. K rae 
Secretary, Health & F.W. and Shri U. N. Behera, Managing Director, IDCO. a 


Rural Development Minister Sk. Matlub Ali inaugurating the 97th Birth Anniversary of late 
Dr. H. K. Mahtab on 21-11-1995 at Soochana Bhavan organised by the Young Journalists 
Association. Shri Rabindra Kumar Sethi, Minister of State, Cooperation is also present 


Union Minister Shri Giridhar Gamango playing a tribal musical instru i 
function held at Soochana Bhavan on 5-11-14 Ss Ment in a cultural 
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; The Khaul gad is a tantric hole near the 


The Vali Yatra at Sonepur 


Dr. Pabitra Mohan Nayak 


The Vali Yatra of Sonepur is a product of 
ancient tantric practices based on Yantra, mantra 
and tantra. We do not know exactly when and how 
it Originated. People maintain to this day that it 
Started with Raj Sing Deo in the beginning of the 
18th Century. But it appears to be older still. May 
be, it is a tradition handed down from the 
Originals, a tradition subsequently accepted and 
absorbed into’ the Hindu religious rites .by 
Madangopal (c. 1560-80), the first Chauhan Raja 
of Sonepur (‘‘Sonepur Itihas” 550). 


The word Va/i etymologically means sacrifice 
and there is a lot of sacrifice of goats and sheep 
during the Va/i Yatra. But to apply this term to the 
Varua (one who plays the part of Vali) is not 
logically tenable. Yet this is what-has gone on in 
popular parlance, and the term which should have 
been applied to the practice is used for the person 
as though, like the ‘transferred epithet’. it were a 
transferred noun. On the other hand, va/i means 
the strong. Does it therefore, refer to ‘the Varua 
inspired with divine frenzy and energy ? The most 
plausible explanation, however, could be this : The 
-Varua offers his blood to the goddess at the time of 
initiation and, therefore, assumes the title of 
Vall. 

The role of Vali is played by the Malis or 
Thanapatis of village Sakma on the bank of the 
river Suktel for which they enjoy magi land given 
by the Ruler. The newly initiated Varua ane 
brahmacharya or celibacy, sleeps on the floor an 
lives on fruits for a period of two weeks a 
With the eighth day of the dark fortnight o 


Aswin. | 
The Vali Yatra is held mainly in the bomsins 
Sureswari and Khamvesvari temples. Besides, 


Kuanri Vali, Gaen Vali and Khaul ear 
Conducted at the Vatuka Lg et aid 
Kumbharpara or the potters lane 


: i ively. 
Viramrutsna Garta or Khaul gad respectively 


Suresvari temple popularly believed to be the spot 


where Parasuram had buried his Mantras (Nila : 


Kuntala: Intr.). The soil of this hole ceremonially 
dug by the Khaul Vali and preserved in an earthen 
pot for use in the following year is smeared on the 
Varua’s nave before he is laid on the Yantra. His 
senses are switched off : 


Yasyagre viramurchhnarhyanupamagunada chandika chandamurtih 
Gupta sa gartarupa ripuvijayamahamantramasyam vidha; Wa 
Renurya sparsamatram Janamanasi punarjivitasa durasa 
Virasri Jemadagny vipulasubhayoashorashi Jagarti bhuyah. 
(Swarnapura Gunadarsah : 67) 
The Vali with his flashing eyes and flowing hair, 
his forelock tied in a knot, his face smeared with 
vermilion, his head white with potfuls of curd, the 
purple-beaded necklace, the crimson kachha 
(loin-cloth) and his bare chest lined with the goat’s 
blood streaming down his mouth looks so 
unearthly and weird, so full of ‘terrible beauty’. 


The Vali Yatra which begins with the dark 
moon and ends with the full-moon night of Asvin 
is a fortnight’s festival. 


The Budharaja or Kuanri Vali sets in motion 
this Yatra which leaves Sonepur town surcharged 
with a mysterious fear and an eerie atmosphere. 


Pradoseamatithau devim vidhivatsomalesvarim 
Sampujya devatotthanam Kurvanti tatra pujakah. 
Dve yate devate chhatram gruhitva nagarat valuh 
Pratyaksthitam mahapithe devam vatuka bhairavam. 
Sampujya devatotthanam punah kurvanti pujakah 
Tatra tam vahuti chhatram devam vatukabhairavam. 
Pujayitva vidhanena punarayanti pujakah 
Devatadhisthito yoasau valirityuchyate janeih 

Sa raja bhavanam prapya paravrutya nivartate 
Bhavatyeva vidhanena saptamimchastancim vina. 

This is how Swarnapuramaharaja gruhakrutya 
chandrika describes this Uansa or Amavasya Vali. 
In the morning the Bhagavati-Sureswari 
Khamveswari-Hanuman-Paschim Somanath- 
Budhi Somalai-Budharaja road is furrowed with a 
plough. A hole is dug by the Vargar at Budharaja 
Pitha in Dilvahilpur jungle on the western 
outskirts of the town at noon. The trunk of a 


rohini tree is planted and worshipped by the 


mundajhulias. The spot is decked with strings of 
mango leaves and feathers of a fowl sacrificed by 
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the Kulis are strewn on the line ploughed in the 
morning. 


Divasa paribhagake jana 

Gahanoagamya pathe prapujyatam 

Punarapyayanaya samkhipa 

Neyamitah Kukkuta lomarajikah. 

(Syenagirih, I) 

Aparahne janogatva pujayitva cha kukkuteih 

Talloma nivaham marge khiptvayanti puram tatah. 

(Swarnapura Gunadarsalr 36) 

The Vahuti Chhatra is ceremonially taken out of 
~ the palace to the Somalai temple. There on the 
floor of the mandap iwo yantras namely Vauti 
Yantra and Somalai Yantra are drawn with 
handfuls of raw rice and worshipped with dahana 
leaves, mandara flowers and Jugara by the 
Khamvesvaria Purohit. The Chhatria then leads 
two young varuas one by one from the inner 
sanctum, holding their little fingers and producing 
a long, deep humming sound, The spéctators make 
way. The Varuas are laid on the Yantra, one 
seated in Virasana on Vauti yantra and the other 
in Padmasana on Somalai Yantra. Mantras are 
chanted by the priest. Malasri is sung by the Gaen 
to the rhythmic tinkle of the bell. Dhols and nisans 
are beaten and mahuris blown. In the midst of all 
this sound and fury, the varuas sit in a trance-like 
state, with the Jeft palm on the floor and the right 
upraised above the head. It is hard even for an 
open eyed, vigilant spectator to notice with what 
imperceptible slowness the right palm descends on 
the left. With the rumbling drums the mandap 
throbs. A tremor passes through the varuas. They 
roll on the floor, shivering and kicking with an 
uncanny frenzy. Raised on their feet by the 
Changharias (a group of 8 Gingras divided into 
two teams), the varuas rush into the temple and 
lick the image of goddess Somalai with thrie 
tireless tongues. The Maharaja ties their Chulas 
(forelooks formed into a knot) and’ the Valis 
proceed to Budharaja, holdding the vauti chhatra 
and dancing a wild dance, kicking and slapping 
the drummers. The surging crowds follow. On the 
way at Ghodaghatpara bunches of dahana leaves 
are thrown on the valis and the vauti ohhatra. So 


Budharaja_ vali is sometimes called Dahana 
vali. 
Bhimadhvanta nisardhe — nagararavivrute — sitikanthena _ tulya. 


Bhamyadhring srati himsogratara pasuraveih kampite kananeve. 


Madhyannagohi kanthe pihita rana ranad ghantikanam ninadeih. 
Nitwa pristhe Khitisam Vrajati vahutaram Vruddhadevyah samipam. 


(Swarnapura Gunadarsah 37) 


There on the Budharaja pitha the varua is seated 
on the Vanadurga Yantra. A goat is sacrificed. 
The blood preservd in an earthen pot is believed to 
be taken by the goddess of the forest in the form of 
a tigress. 


The Budharaja vali moves towards the palace, 
dancing wildly in the midst of blazing torches and 
forest darkness : 


Urvisuddhi langalasyagrachihnei 
ruddiptanam dipikanam samuheih 
Devichhagam pujayanti cha bhaktya 
yantrarudha nrtyati Bruddhadevi. = 


The crowd pressed forward lest they should fall 
into the claws and clutches of the Vana devi. On 
the way at Ghodaghatpar a goat is sacrificed at the 
twin pillars and at Maharanapara alcoholic fire is 
lighted. 


The Budharaja vali with the dense forest, the 
dark night, the blazing-masals and the beating 
drums makes the hair stand on end. In the words 
of Pt. Aditya Prasad Guru : 


Ghoradhvante nisithe Jaladaparivrute dhuryjateh kanthatulve. 
Suchibhedyeatihimsrotkata pasuninadei bhisaneirdhvanyamane. 
Darpadhvatohrudanti galapihita ranad ghantika tivranadeih. 
Prusthe krutva naresam Pravisatt nitaram Bruddharajasva 

. Parsvam (ID). 


’ The Budharaja vali or Kuanri vali is followed by 
Upan vali on the first, second, third, fifth and sixth 
nights of the bright fortnight of Aswin. The Varua 
is seated cn phula yantra or Somlai yantra. This 
vali is also called Nisa vali because the ceremony is 
held in the ‘dead vast and middle of the night’ in 
the presence of the Tikayat Saheb. The Maharaja 


remains present only at the time of Amavasya, 
Navami, Dasahara and Purnami Valis. 


No goats sacrificed to the Upan Vali who, alter 


the Chula vandhan comes to the palace dancing 


part at the way on the dho/or running holding the 
vauti chhatra in his hands. 


It is said that the Upan vali previously instituted 
in the Bhagavati, Sureswari and Manikeswari 
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temples was shifted to the-Somlai temple because 
there some varuas succumbed during the 
ceremony. 


The Khaul vali, also called Panchamd vali, 
Comes on the fourth night. The venue is Khaul gad 
or Viramrutsna pitha : 


Pancham wamardharatre bhavatividhuputapyarhana gudharupa. 
Krosardhat manayanam dhvanirapi navare radrusim sadvyavastam. 
Krutva tatreiva chhagadidhi raparimaterviramrachham samarchya. 
Esa tantroktanitih sakalajanahita vidyate rajakiya. 

(Swarnapura Gunadarsah (67) 


The varua is made to sit on Ugratara Yantra 
with his hands folded and his waist bound with a 
rope held by the Chargharias lest the varua’s body 


should be sucked into the hole while digging the. 


soil with his hands. The Bhairavi yantra is drawn 
round the Khaul gad, and while the Priest 
performs this puja in complete seclusion and 
secrecy at midnight, the spot is closely guarded ata 
distance by Mullick and police constables so that 
nobody can see this Khaul Puja or Na Gharian 
Puja as itis sometimes called. 


The vali or Dangua fills two unburnt earthen 
pots with the Khaul soil and holding them in his 
trembling hands runs into the Sureswari temple 
where two goats are sacrificed to the pots. There 
two varuas who stand ready quickly carry these 
pots-one to Somalai and the other to the 
Khamveswari temple. While the pots are snatched 
from their hands and preserved for the following 
year, the varuas drop senseless on the floor till 
they are roused through the chanting of mantras, 
ringing of bells, singing of malasri and beating of 


drums. 


It is said that while digging the Khaul soil, the 
varua screams three times. With his last loud 
scream his wife, then standing naked before the 
goddess at home dismembers a sacrificial goat at 
one stroke. Or else, the Dangua may not come 


back alive. 


One day Raja Prithvi Sing (1786—1841) curious 
to witness these secret nocturnal rites got upon a 


tree near Khaul gad. And lo and behold ! the varua 
nto the hole and emerging 


he one on the tree. The Priest 
verua died on the 


plunged cap-a-pie i 
demanded the life of t 
saved the life of the Raja but the 


spot. And in exchange for the life thus saved, the 
Raja agreed to offer kingship to the Priest for a 
day on Dussera every year. Since then the priest 
assumes symbolic kingship on the Dussera day. 
The sky of Sonepur is still rent today with the 
children’s ory : Ek dinia purta raja, ding dang kart 
vajla vaja. 

The Mahanavami night witnesses three valis : 
Gaen or Gan vali at Kumbharapara, the Dangua 
vali and Navami vali at Khamyeswari temple. 


The Gaen vali carries a wooden pidha on his 
head and comes dancing to the Gaen altar near 
Ramji temple at Majhipara which is his journey’s 
end. 


The Dangua vali or Nagar Naiken vali is so 
named because he goes round the town accepting 
offerings by the people on his nocturnal 
perambulations. The distant rumble of. -the 
fast—beating drums, the blazing masals, the ringing: 
bells and the rushing retinue send a tingling 
sensation down the spine of the spectators waiting 
in the dreary stillness of the night to offer their 
worship. What Pt. Aditya Prased Guru speaks of - ° 
the Budharaja valican appropriately be applied to 
the Dangua vali. 


Sampujyatha sumantakervidhiputeth kataladhakkaraveh, 
Ghantanadabhareh subhimaninadedingmandalam kampayan. 
Netyanti rudhirakta gatra vikrutam bhimam jaganmatrukam. 
Bhaktya vartayate sasadmanrpatih kkvevam punaschotkale ? (11) 


But of all valis, the Mahanavami vali or 
Mahavali dr Maharani vali or Dali vali or 
Khamvesvari vali is the best and it lasts the 
longest. When the Dangua vali dashes in into the 
Khamveswari temple around 3 am, preparations 
for Mahavali are already afoot in the presence of 
the Maharaja, the Yuvaraj and Tikayat Lal Sahib. 
Two Chhatras-one white, the other black—are 
planted near the golden Durga image. The Varua 
is carried by the Chargharias and laid in Savasana 
on the Bhubaneswari or Khamvesvari yantra. For 
the full hour the varua lies motionless and still 
amid the incantations of the priest, the chanting of 
Malasri by the Gaen, the tinkling of the bell, the 
humming of the Chargharias in the varua’s ears, 
the throbbing of the Chepta dhol (flat drum) and 
the piercing shrill of the muhuris. The drums are 
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pounded again and again and when the sola 
bharani (sixteen rounds) is complete, the varua 
stire into life, his whole body charged with an 
unearthly excitement, his face lighted up with an 
aggressive ferocity. He shivers. He crawls. He 
kicks. He rolls. He licks the image of Kanaka 
Durga. And holding the Chhatras in his hands, 
dances wildly on the drums raised by’ the 
drummers. Seven goats are sacrificed. Seven times 

‘he rushes in and out of the temple. And when the 
golden Durga image is withdrawn, moves towards 
the Sureswari temple where the Maharaja ties his 
chula. In the meanwhile, a hundred goats are 
offered to the vali. While the Chargharias raise the 
bleeding body of the beheaded goat to the thirsting 
mouth of vali, he drinks the streaming raw blood 
with a strange relish. 


The vali then moves via the Gaen altar of 
Majhipara to the Somlai temple where he 
circumambulates the Mahadipa burning in blood 
on the decapitated head of a sheep. In the palace, 
he is worshipped. The chhatras are withdrawn into 
the Somalai temple. And leaning on the shoulders 
of the Chargharias, a rather exhausted vali trudges 
through the town to the Khamvesari temple. And 
Dasahara vali or Maidhania vali is enacted by the 
Varua who had played the role of Kuanri vali. The 
venue for this vali is the Somalai temple mandap. 
The chargharias carry the varua from inside the 


Felicitations accorded by Orissa Sahitya Akademi 
writers of the State at Puri, 


temple and lay him on the yantra with his head 
towards the Mahanadi and his feet towards 
Mahadevi. The Maharaja ties the vali’s chula and 
escorts him to the palace wherefrom the vali 
returns to the Somalai temple. 


And then comes the Purnami vali or Jangali 
vali. The Gauntia of Sakma acts this part in a 
sitting posture in the presence of the Maharaja on 
the mandap of the Somalai temple. The va/i comes 
to Raj Bhawan and returns to the twin pillars of 
the Somalai temple where a buffalo is sacrificed 
and its head ‘worshipped near the stone steps of the 
temple. The chhatras are taken back to the palace 
and preserved in the Ratna Bhandar for use in the 
year to come. 
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STATE NEWS IN BRIEF 


PENSION FOR PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED 


Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik assured that the 
State Government would extend pension facility to the 
physically handicapped who suffer from 60% inability. 

“A special ITI would be set up for them. 

Health and Family Welfare 
Shri Jagannath Rout requested the Chief 
Minister to take steps for adequate care of 1,58,203 
physically handicapped childern and create awareness 
among the people for developing service attitude 


towards them. 


Minister of State. 


Presiding over the meeting held at Soochana Bhawan 
on December 3 last Minister of State for Women and 
Child Welfare Snit. Bysy tlaxmi Sahoo said besides 
onsibility. compassionate feeling was needed 


ae lly handicapped. 


most for the welfare of the physica 


C. M. VISITS ATHAGARH 


Warm ovation was accorded lo Chie! Minister 


Shri J. B. Patnaik du his one day visit lo Mhagarh 
on 2-12-1995. Shri Patnaik inaugurated new blocks in 
High School, Radhanath Vidyapitha, 
L Ymant Vid tha, Gopinathpur. 
sf antia Bridge and 


Purusottam 
Khuntuni and Utk: i 
He laid the base of high level K 
urated a 30 bed hospital. 


BIRTH-DAY FELICITATIONS TO 


Dr. RADHANATH RATH 

ry of Dr. Radhanath 

Jebrated at Soochana 
Governor, Andhra 


inaug 


The State level Birth centend 
Rath, Editor. the Samaj, was Ce 


oe neti 
arn eres : a inaugurated the 
5 rj Krushna a 2 
Pradesh Shri 
function. 
y adhanath 
contributions of Dr. Radha ie 
ant said Dr. Rath 


ishlighting the 
Ris ‘the nation Shri ean 
was inspired by the ideals of Ga us Bis 
Lalaji and established i 
journalist who embraced tru 


He highly lauded his ¢ 


Gopabandhu and 
I ranking 
nie! 
fulness and - 
i e cause 
jedicated service tO the cau: - 
; {-him a long and healthy 


fearlessness. 


Describing Dr. Rath’s life.as the living history of the 
century Shri Patnaik described the circumstances how 
he was inspired by Utkalmani Gopabandhu to resign 
Government job for joining the struggle for 
independence and he actively fought for making Orissa 
a separate province. He did his best in a determined way 
to complete the unfinished work undertaken by 
Gopabandhu. His achievements on the front of Praja 
Andolan and boosting up of image of the Samaj 
enhanced his prestige in the public eyes. Shri Rath= 
combines in him the qualities of a distinguished 
journalist, politician, social servant and compassionate 
friend. Wishing the centenarian talent and the man of 
longstanding fame a long and healthy life Shri Patnaik 
presented him a copper-plaque citation and a filigree 
horse-yoked chariot on behalf of the people of the 
State. 

Deputy Chief Minister Shri Basanta Kumar Biswal, 
the Working Chairman of the State Birth Centenary 
Committee; Higher Education Mirlister, Shri Bhagabat 
Prasad Mohanty, Tourism and Culture Minister, 
Shri Bhupinder Singh, Minister of State, I.& P.R. 
Shri Netrananda Mallick who addressed the gathering 
highlighted the multi-faceted talent of Dr. Rath. 

In reply to the felicitations Dr. Rath expressed his 
deep gratitude to the people of the State and extended 
his loving warm wishes to all. : 

Secretary, I. & P. R. Shri Ajit Kumar Tripathy rea 
out the citation presented to Dr. Rath in the meeting. 
Director, I. & P. R. Shri Surasen Jena proposed a vote 
of thanks. The opening and the valedictory songs 
directed by notable singer Shri Prafulla Kar drew 
applause from the audience. The meeting’ was attended 
by many eminent persons, freedom fighters, high level - 
officials and the public. 


GOVERNOR URGES 

TO FOLLOW “UTKAL KESHARI 

DR. HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB” 

It is not merely an occasion to recall the contribution 
of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in the freedom struggle 
and in the building of our new nation after 
independence but also to dedicate ourselves to the 
values that late Mahtab stood for, said Orissa Governor 
at the State level 97th birth anniversary celebration of 
late’ Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab at Ekamra Niwas, 
Bhubaneswar on 21-11-1995. Describing Utkal Keshari 
Dr. Mahtab as one of the most creative of the makers of 
modern Orissa, the Governor said Dr. Mahtab’s life was 
one of great sacrifice and dedication to the cause of the 
nation. Recalling his life and deeds the Governor also 
said that Dr. Mahtab from his early youth had displayed 
a fierce sense of independence and a deep commitment 


the downtrodden and wishee 
life. 
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to the social concerns. He moulded people, policies as 
well as institutions. His association with all the major 
movements during the freedom struggle under Mahatma 
Gandhi was remarkable and the “Prajatantra”, the 

. Oriya daily he established in 1923, enabled the people of 
Orissa to articulate their national sentiments and their 
local aspirations. As a Chief Minister, a Minister of the 
Union Council. a Governor, an administrator and as an 
elder statesman Dr. Mahtab displayed great clarity of 
vision, sound pragmatusm and a relentless determination 
to achieve the good of the people, said Orissa Governor 
adding that “as a freedom fighter, journalist, 
administrator and intellectual he brought to public life a 
tradition of fearless espousal of public causes. 


NEHRU AWARD FOR SHRI LENKA 


Nehru Award, instituted by International Friendship 
Society; was conferred on Orissa Revenue and 
Transport Minister, Shri Kanhu Charan Lenka on 
November, 14 last, according to a communique released 
by the Society. Earlier Nobel Peace Prize winner Mother 
Teresa, former Shri B. D. Jatti, 
Governor Shri Khursid Alam Khan, Shri A. R. Kidwai, 
Chief Minister Shri Hiteswar Saikia, Film actors, Sunil 
Dutta, Rajesh Khanna and Hon'blé Supreme Court 
Justice Shri P. N. Bhagabati won this award. 


Shri Lenka post-graduated from  Utkal 
University in Political Science and Law joined active 
politics. He was elected General Secretary, National 
Students’ Union and was a Member of the Seva Dal of 
the OPCC. He was Chairman of many organisations in 
his capacity as an active member of labour and peasant 
movements during last 30 years. On his election to 
Assembly in 1971. 1973. 1974. 1977, 1980 and 1995 he 
dedicated his time for public welfare in the capacity of 
Minister of State. Industries and Planning, Minister, 
Industries and Commerce. Minister, Excise Department 
and*Minister, Revenue and Transport. His tenure as a 
Cabinet Minister in the Centre in the Agriculture and 
Railway Ministries from 1991 to 1994 was remarkable. 
Introduction of the DMU railway service, Purusottam 

/ Express, Baidyanath = Dham Express, Puri-Okha 
Express and shifting of South Eastern Railway Office to 
Bhubanewar were some of developmental measures to 
his credit. 


Vice-President + 


who 


INDIRA GANDHI PRIYADARSHINI 
AWARD FOR SHRI BHUPINDER SINGH 
Tourism and Culture Minister Shri Bhupinder Singh 
was honoured with the Indira Gandhi Priyadarshini 
Award, 1995 for his sincerity social service and 
contribution to the growth of national integration. This 
prestigious award. instituted by the All India National 


Unit Conference, was presented in an assembly of elites 
at Hotel Meridina in New Delhi on November, 20th 
last. : 

Shri Singh who has laurels to his credit for his 
constructive ideas was the Secretary and President 
Kalahandi College Students’ Union. He was elected 
Secretary, Sambalpur University Jatiya Samhati and 
President, Lala Lajpat Ray Law College. He won two 
gold medals as a sportsman at the All India Competition 
in 400 and 800 metre races in 1969-70. He has been 
functioning as President, Orissa Baskét Ball Association 
and Orissa Throw Ball Association since 1986 and 1988 
respectively. He represented India in the Asian Basket 
Ball competition as the Chief de mission at Cobe in 
Japan in 1991. He was elected to Orissa Assembly from 
Kesinga constituency in 1980, 1985 and 1995. He was 
the Minister of State for Information and Public 
Relations in 1985 and held Irrigation and Sports 
portfolio later. He has assumed office as the Minister of 
Tourism and Culture in 1995. His multifaceted 
excellence lies besides leadership in the field of 
performing art. He was a, successful cine star in the 
Oriya film ‘Samarpan’. . 


FUNDS FOR HEALTH PROJECTS 


A sum of Rs. 11.83 cr. was allocated after a high-level 
committee discussion held recently under the 
chairmanship of Minister of State, Health and Family 
Welfare , Shri Jagannath Rout at the State Secretariat to 
complete the second phase projects now under 


implementation by Overseas Development Agency 
through the U. K. Government. 


77 STOREHOUSES FOR FOODGRAINS 
TO BE CONSTRUCTED 
Minister of State for Food Supplies and Consumer 
Welfare Shri Habibulla| Khan apprised the press 
recently that Union Food Minister Shri Ajit Singh 
assured him of constructing 77 storehouses for 
foodgrains in a phased manner. He also promised to 


supply 30 mobile vans for marketing essential consumer 
goods during the current year. 


ADIVASI GALLERY AT BHUBANESWAR 
’ A gallery displaying the Statues of noted Adivasi sors 
would be constructed in Bhubaneswar, said Chief 
Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik who chaired the Adivasi 


Language and Culture Akademy Management 
Association meeting on November, 18 last. 


263 PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
IDENTIFIED 
A health camp w; 


eee as organised at Tihidi in Bhadrak 
district to identify 


263 physically handicapped of 


2 


8 
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Chandbali constituency on November, 13 last. Minister 
of State, Information and Public Relations, 
Shri Netrananda Mallick who attended a8 the Chief 
Guest awarded certificates to the identified persons in a 
public meeting held for the purpose. 


BAL BHAVAN TO BE SET UP NEAR 
PLANETORIUM 


Chief Minister Shri J: B. Patnaik who inaugurated 
the children fair, organised by the State Woman and 
Child Welfare Department, the State Council for Child 
Welfare and the UNICEF at Bhanjakala Mandap on the 
occasion of the Children’s Day said a Bal Bhavan would 


be constructed near Pathani Samante Planetorium. He 
ring the creative skills of children. 


too put accent on foste: 
+ Woman and Child Welfare 


Minister of State fo) 


Smt. Bijayalaxmi Sahoo and Secretary, 
Shri Rabinarayan Senapati also addressed the 
gathering. 

ADIVASI CULTURE CENTRE 


Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik has issued a 
ivasi Culture Centre at 
g a portion of land to 
he noted martyr Birsa 


Chief 
directive to set up an Adi 
Rourkela Birsa Maidan, allottin, 
commemmorate the memory oft 


Munda. 
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER 
SHRI B. K. BISWAL FELICITATED 

Deputy Chief Minister and President of the Orissa 
Gnit Bharat Scouts and Guides Shri Basanta Kumar 
Biswal who received the organisation's “Silver 
Elephant® award recently. was felicitated at Soochana 
grand reception arranged by the State Unit 


Bhavan ata 

on December 8 last. 

U. K. MINISTER CALLS ON SHRI BISWAL 
Wright 


fh Overseas Development Minister, 
lied on Deputy Chief Minister 

Biswal at the Secretariat on 
ssed his satisfaction over measures 
Mayurbhanj district. Health 
Shri Prasanna Kumar 
partment 


Britis! 
B. Chulkar who ca 
Shri Basanta Kumar 
December 7 last expre 
for use of polio vaccine in 
and Family Welfare Secretary 
Hota and Principal Secretary. Power De 
Shri Amulyaratna Nanda 
discussions. ; 

BREAKTHROUGH IN 'NDUSTRIAL 
PROGRESS SOON é 
J. B. Patnaik said technological 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
Addressing 4 seminar 
| Technology and 


Chief Minister Shri 

i help 
education would help # 
field of agriculture and industry- : 
at Kalinga Institute of Industri 


were present during the . 


29 


Kalinga Polytechnics he said Orissa was on the 
threshold of an industrial renaissance. The number of 
new entrepreneurs for setting up electrical, aluminium 
and steel industries have shot up recently, Shri Patnaik 
said and hoped new strides will be made in the field of 
agriculture, industry and tourism within next five years. 
Union Minister for Mines, Shri Giridhar Gamango 
attended as Chief Guest and Minister of State for I. and 
P. R. Shri Netrananda Mallick attended as the guest of 


honour. 
GOLDEN STAR AWARD FOR” 
ORISSA MANDAP 


Orissa Pavilion was adjudged best for its attractive 
decoration in the 1995 India International Trade Fair. 
The prestigious Swarna Taraka award was presented to 
Shri Surasen Jena, Director, Information & Public 


Relations on 18th December, 1995 by the Institute of * 


Economic Studies, New Delhi. 


POLIO VACCINE FULLY UTILISED 


The first phase of pulse polio vaccine drive launched 
on December 9 achieved complete success, according to 
an information monitored at Health and Family 
Welfare Department. Children below three years 
totalling ‘28.29 lakhs were vaccinated at 15,183 
centres. 


ASSURANCE OVER 
PERMANENT LAND RIGHTS 


Minister of State for Sports and Youth Services 
Shri Suresh Kumar Routray assured the Subarban 
residents that permanent land right would be conferred 
soon. Addressing a meeting at Yogeswar Patna 
organised by Pragati Parishad, he said, people who lived 
for years away from the main thoroughfares in and 
around Bhubaneswar would not lose land rights. 


DR. RADHANATH RATH—A LIVING 
SYMBOL OF THE IDEALS 


His selfless service is dedicated to the nation in so 
many fields over so many decades, that “it becomes 
different to think of any aspects or any period of the 
development of Orissa in which he was not closely 
associated with public affairs and the welfare of the 


people. He is a living symbol of the ideals that inspired - 


our national movement’, said Orissa Governor, 
Shri G: Ramanujam at the birth centenary celebration 
of Dr. Radhanath Rath at Club House, Barabati 
Stadium, Cut'ck, on December 5 _ last. 
Describing Dr. Radhanath Rath as “a freedom 
fighter, @ campaigner against feudalism, an 
administrator, 4 legislator, a writer, a social 


worker an 
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the rare distinction of great achievement in each and 


every field. The people of Orissa in different walks of life” 


have been inspired and encouraged by his example of 
public rectitude and intellectual integrity, said Orissa 
Governor adding that his greatest contribution has been 
moulding the minds of the people of Orissa over decades 
and in engendering norms of high public conduct. 
Wishing him a good and long life the Governor called 
upon the people of Orissit to preserve the public values 
that Dr. Radhanath Rath cherished and public 
institutions and traditions he sustained through his 
writings as well as his personal example. 


Gracing the occasion the Orissa Chief Minister, 
Shri J. B. Patnaik recalled the greatest contribution of 
Dr. Rath in different fields for the development of 
Orissa and in the field of social reformation. Describing 


Dr. Rath as a symbol of inspiration, the Chief Minister 


_urged the people of Orissa to follow the ideals set by him 


in giving Orissa a new dimension. Other speakers 
include Shri Biju Patnaik, Opposition Leader; M. P.. 
Shri Rabi Ray and Shri K.P. Unnikrishnan who 
reiterated the achievement and contributions of 
Dr. Radhanath Rath and exhorted all to follow him as a 
source of inspiration. Governor also awarded two 
reporters and one photographer who have brought the 
life history of Dr. Radhanath Rath to the public. Justice . 
Jugal Kishore Mohapatra presided over the meeting and * 
Shri Basudev Samal, General Secretary, Jayanti 
Committee and Shri Kishore Chandra Tripathy, 
Vice-Chairman and Life Member, Lokasevak Mandal 


presented welcome address and vote of thanks 
respectively. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri J. B. Patnaik ina 
Chandbali Town Protection Emba 


ugurating the foundation stone oh 
nkment on 29-11-1995. 
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Hon'ble Governor of Orissa, Shri G. Ramanujam administers the National Integration 
pledge to the audience, members and office bearers of Indian Red Cross Society at the 
National Integration Week Gelebration organised by Indian Red Cross State Branch 


at Soochana Bhavan on 20-11-1995 


the audience at rae ees Bes 
Chiof ween a ue asion of Pandit eel Nehru's Birthday (Children's Day) 
Bhubaneswar on th Bec? on 14-11 


VOL. Ll i i” L Is) 


K. C. Patel and Minister © . 

witnessing the State level Paika Akhada 

.M.G. Square, Bhubaneswar on the occasion 
hna Mahtab 


eaker, O.L.A., Shri 


| Chief Ministe! J, B. Patnaik presenting auspicious pots to sea-traders in the early 
ort on 7-11-1995 to commemorate the Boita Vandana Utsav 


morning at 
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